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It is common knowledge that today Amharas are subjected to condemnation and repression 

based on the false premise that they were the rulers.

  Consequently,they have become victims of vendetta for an alleged past sin,and it appears 

that there is no end to their suffering.History,in the transitional period,has witnessed the 

atrocities perpetrated against the amharas by TPLF/EPRDF officials and leaders of certain 

ethnic groups:the plundering of property, the burning of houses, expulsion, 

beating,condemnation,and execution.  Same obervers say from transitional period is 

designed to exterminate the amharas in order to destroy the unity of the country. It is true that 

the amharas together with their compatriots from other ethnic groups have paid tremendous 

sacrifices to maintain Ethiopian unity and have made significant contribution to the 

development of Ethiopian languages and cultures intermingling with other Ethiopians.Today,if 

anyone talks about unity and the history of Ethiopia and democracy, about private ownership 

of property and against secession, he/she will be considered subservient to chauvinists or 

amharas.Today it is considered dangerous to belong to the amharas ethnic group. To declare 

oneself an amhara is to invite repression from the TPLF.The TPLF is determined to 

exterminate the amharas and destroy their history. That is why most of the Government 

officials in the amhara region are Amharic speaking Tigreans.Detention and kidnapping is 

common in Region 3, the amhara Region. When one considers Several incidents,one realizes

that very severe measures are being taken in order to demoralize the amharas,with a bid to 

stay in power through mock elections,the TPLF's has established an extensive kidnapping 

and spying network similar to that of Melaku Tefera,who is currently the subject of a huge 

propaganda campaign.Many people say that major Melaku Tefera used to throw people off 



the Limalimo cliff.The TPLF since it took over state power is now doing the same thing.It was 

disclosed in open court that several prisoners,from Addebaby Eyesus,in Gonder were taken 

to Limalimo and they were subjected to mock execution.The prisoners have been kept in 

solitary confinement in dark rooms,and have not been brought to court for over eight 

months.Let us now consider the security structure of Region 3,where there is a special 

kidnapping and spying unit of the TPLF.Its headquarters are in Bahir Dar,and it operates 

throughout the Region's various zones and in the rest of Ethiopia.Its major task is kidnapping 

and spying on EPRP and other opposition party.Members and supporter's,many months have

passed since this unit has commenced its activities.It has also targeted particularly amhara 

individuals who speak out against secession.The TPLF believes that kidnapping,spying and 

terrorization would force the amharas to accept defeat and submit to TPLF/EPRDF 

authority.There are very few amharas working with the unit who are alienated from the public 

in order to suppress the struggle for peace and democracy.The kidnapping and spying 

squads do not disclose the whereabouts of those  kidnapped.They never admit arresting or 

detaining the victim.They keep the victims in solitary confinement in dark rooms.The toilet 

rooms of TPLF soldiers,spy offices are all used as detention centers.Since the Ethiopian 

Government has well-documented record of gross and flagrant violation of human right.The 

Government of Ethiopia routinely imprisons such persons and sentences them to  life 

imprisonment and often risk death penalty.There have been credible reports of physical and 

psychological abuses committed against individuals in Ethiopia official prisons and other 

unofficial or secret .detention centers. When detainees fall ill, they will not be taken to a 

hospital or clinic, this is to deny them contact with other persons. The purpose of the 

detention is to obtain information from the detainees. If the information is not forthcoming, the 

detainees will be tortured. The detainees do not know their place of detention because  they 

are transported they are blindfolded. At these detention centers are held many kidnapped 

prisoners who suspected of being members or supporters of opposition party. Some 

TPLF/EPRDF members who do not support the Government's policy are also detained.

         The major Detention Centers in Ethiopia.

 The Ethiopian Constitution guarantees, persons arrested have the right to remain silent. 

Persons arrested shall not be compelled to make confessions or admissions which could be 

used in evidence against them. Any evidence obtained under coercion shall not be 

admissible.” (Article 19(2) (5).) In reality, this guarantee is not worth the paper it is written on!

 Human Rights Watch (HRW) issued a report documenting the horrors that take place in the 



little shop of horrors of the ruling regime in Ethiopia known as the “Federal Police Crime 

Investigation Sector” (the dreaded “Maekelawi (Central) Police Station”). Located in the 

capital Addis Ababa, Maekelawi is “the country’s most notorious police station.”

HRW’s report, “They Want a Confession” Torture and Ill-Treatment in Ethiopia’s Maekelawi 

Police Station”, is based on intensive interviews of former detainees, many of whom were 

tortured for opposing the regime. Maekelawi is the first stop for “many of Ethiopia’s political 

prisoners -- opposition politicians, journalists, protest organizers, alleged supporters of ethnic 

insurgencies, and many others after being arrested.”

Maekelawi lives up to its reputation as “third degree” central -- a place “beyond wrath and 

tears” where “looms but the horror of the shade” to borrow from William Ernest Henley. 

Regime opponents, dissidents, independent journalists and others are “interrogated, and, for 

many, at Maekelawi they suffer all manner of abuses, including torture.” I have met some 

former detainees who were delivered from the “clutches” of  Maekelawi -- that black pit of 

physical and mental suffering and citadel of false confessions. HRW’s report barely scratches 

the tip of the iceberg of horrors that take place at Maekelawi.

In 2011, the U.S. Department of State in its annual human rights report concluded:

Numerous credible sources confirmed in 2009 that in Maekelawi, the central police 

investigation headquarters in Addis Ababa, police investigators often used physical abuse to 

extract confessions. Citizens widely believed that such treatment remained a common 

practice at Maekelawi. Authorities continued to restrict access by diplomats and NGOs to 

Maekelawi.

A genuine Medieval torture chamber in 21st Century Ethiopia!

 Maekelawi evokes images of Medieval torture chambers of Europe infamous for inflicting 

“horror, dread and despair” on their victims. According to HRW, “Police investigators at 

Maekelawi use coercive methods on detainees amounting to torture or other ill-treatment to 

extract confessions, statements, and other information from detainees.” Not unlike many 

Medieval European torture chambers, Maekelawi has four categories of prisoners grouped in 

terms of their level of cooperation and compliance with the demands of their interrogators: 

“Maekelawi has four primary detention blocks, each with a nickname, and the conditions differ

significantly among them. Conditions are particularly harsh in the detention blocks known by 

detainees as ‘Chalama Bet’ (dark house in Amharic)… [Where] detainees have limited access

to daylight, to a toilet, and are on occasion in solitary confinement… In ‘Tawla Bet’ (wooden 

house) ‘access to the courtyard is restricted and the cells were infested with fleas.’ Short of 



release, most yearn to transfer to the block known as ‘Sheraton,’ dubbed for the international 

hotel, where the authorities allow greater movement and access to lawyers and relatives.” 

There is also “an overcrowded women’s section”. 

The ruling regime in Ethiopia uses a variety of torture methods to extract information, 

statements and confessions from political prisoners.  “Detainees are repeatedly slapped, 

kicked, punched, and beaten with sticks and gun butts. Some reported being forced into 

painful stress positions, such as being hung by their wrists from the ceiling or being made to 

stand with their hands tied above their heads for several hours at a time [Medieval 

“strappado”], often while being beaten. Detainees also face prolonged handcuffing in their 

cells [Medieval hand shackles] —in one case over five continuous months—and frequent 

verbal threats during interrogations. Some endured prolonged solitary confinement [popular 

during the Spanish Inquisition].” Detainees are subjected to “severe restrictions on access to 

daylight, poor sanitary conditions, [Medieval dungeons] and limited medical treatment. 

Conditions are particularly harsh during initial investigations.”

The purpose of these torturous practices is “to maximize pressure on detainees to extract 

statements, confessions, and other information—whether accurate or not—to implicate them 

and others in alleged criminal activity. These statements and confessions are in turn 

sometimes used to coerce individuals to support the government once released, or as 

evidence against them at trial.”

There is little detainees can do at Maekelawi to seek “redress. Ethiopia’s courts do not 

demonstrate independence in political cases. Courts that have received allegations of 

detainee torture and ill-treatment at Maekelawi have on occasion failed to take adequate 

steps to address the allegations. Several former detainees told Human Rights Watch they 

kept silent about their treatment in court, fearing reprisals from investigators. Others said they 

had never appeared before a court.”

In October 2013, HRW reports, “Over the past decade Human Rights Watch and other 

domestic and international human rights organizations have documented patterns of serious 

human rights violations, including arbitrary arrest and detention, ill-treatment, and torture in 

many official and unofficial detention facilities throughout Ethiopia. The government has 

invariably dismissed these findings or conducted investigations that lack credibility.”

    Maekelawi as a metaphor for Open Prison Ethiopia.

     If any person can be arrested on the whim of a state official, however high or petty, that is a

police state. If the rights of citizens can be taken or disregarded without due process of law, 



that is a dreadful police state. Where the rule of law is substituted by the rule of a police chief 

that is a police thug state. I focused on widespread allegations of targeted nighttime 

warrantless searches of homes belonging to Ethiopian Muslims in the capital Addis Ababa. 

One of the disturbing allegations was the claim that “federal police”officers illegally searched 

the homes of Ethiopian Muslims and stole cash, gold jewelry, cell phones, laptops, religious 

books and other items of personal property. A police chief in one of the capital’s districts gave 

a telephone interview on these allegations to the Voice of America- Amharic program and 

threatened the reporter who irked him with tough questions: “I don’t care if you live in 

Washington or in Heaven. I don’t give a damn! But I will arrest you and take you. You should 

know that!!”

    Let us take the example of, Ato Tessema Sewent who was TPLF member and army 

commander as case in point. His arrest and detention has not been disclosed to date. Another

TPLF member, Ato Semachew Nebrt ,was executed at a place called koteb in January 

2013.After he was killed his head was cut-off. He was from amhara region and had fought 

along with TPLF/EPRDF forces for several years.Severals others were also killed in similar 

circumstances and left to be eaten by wild beasts. Those kidnapers who are not executed are

brought to trial after they have been subjected to the different methods of interrogation.First, 

they are offered good jobs, automobile, and high positions; if the detains refuse to accept 

anyone of these offers, then they will be subjected to torture. Again if they resist this ordeal, 

they will be taken into a room where fresh corpses are lying. They will then be asked to 

confess or else face execution. If they do not provide information they will be forced into a 

narrow den, dug for this purpose.And, while kept in the den bellow the neck, they will be 

terrorized with gun shots. Their hand and leg will be handcuffed and the ring will be tightened 

to inflict the maximum pain and suffering.

                    The Spy Network

Wherever they go,TPLF members recruit informants called "Core Members”. The "Core 

Members" live among the people in towns and in the countryside. In order to be selected for 

membership in the kidnapping and spying unit One has to spy on an individual and report 

his/her activities. The informant should talk to the individual and provoke him/her to say bad 

things about EPRDF and at times quarrel with him/her. This helps to establish the individuals 

political stand.Tigreans who have lived in the area for a long time are also members of this 

group."Core Members" are recruited from civilian population, kidnapping and spying.A 

Capitan of region should be mentioned here. He was head of criminal investigation of region 



3.Basically the "Core" is the smallest unit of spying and kidnapping network. Most of the 

victims are kidnapping on political grounds. If they are brought before a court, the charge will 

be for an ordinary offense not a political offense. This helps the Government to deny the 

existence of political prisoners. There are also other prisoners whose offense has never been 

disclosed, in spite of the fact that they have been brought to woreda courts and have been 

remanded. The woreda courts do not ask the investigators to produce their investigation file. 

They do not even keep investigation files for some of the detainees. In this respect region 3 is

different from other regions. The region is under constant surveillance on the 

pretext.Disarming the people is a day to day activity.EPRDF forces always search the area 

where EPRP fighters used to operate. The search is not restricted to capturing rebels. The 

people of the area will also be asked if they have provided food and drinks, shelter and safe 

conduit for the rebels and whether they are members or supporters of any of these political 

groups. If they don't cooperate their property is usually taken by TPLF/EPRDF forces, they 

are arrested, tortured and excuted.What the Derg had committed is now being committed by 

TPLF/EPRDF forces.Derg and TPLF have only one difference: the former stood for unity 

while the latter has fought for secession and the disintegration of country.

         Political Implications of Ethiopia!

   However, over the last half century, Ethiopians have strived to modernize Ethiopia not only 

through the use of western mind and faith. And yet, Ethiopia continues to be a victim of man 

made disasters, political, economic, and cultural distortion, and dominated by other's world 

view. We are not cognizant of the political implication of such cultural enslavement when it is 

expressed in subtle ways in the name of development democracy, and civilization. The 

present Ethiopian intellectual consciousness languishes in a totally impotent state by virtue of 

having been transformed politically into subservient status. In fact, sadly, the most affected 

and disoriented groups of people have assumed control of the nation's ruling apparatus. The 

alienating effect of the western educational system produces contemporary intellectuals, 

Professionals, social and political leaders, with a problematic and crippled sense of identity 

and patriotism. Such distorted perception and knowledge of self robes us of the ability to think

and generate concepts and models that could promote democracy, equality, freedom, 

progress and modernity in our own terms. Furthermore, large number of western educated 

Ethiopians defines and validates ourselves on the bases of European standards and 

norms.Today, what appears to be European is taken to mean modern or civilized by many of 

us. Our political concepts and discourse are detached from the core of our culture and the 



people of Ethiopia. What are the roots of the ongoing destruction and cultural deterioration of 

Ethiopia? How did we produce a leadership which despises the country it claims to rule (or 

misrule)? In many international political and economical negotiations the EPRDF advocates in

favor of other nations, against the interest of Ethiopia. A good case in point is the recent 

agreement made with Egypt on the Nile River. Why for instance, the TPLF/EPRDF have 

strong, almost pathological, drive for destruction of self and other Ethiopians  by displaying 

resentment and offense toward Ethiopians? Why a government would ridicule or dislikes its 

national flag, and all other symbols of the Ethiopian flag? All TPLF abhorred and still abhors 

Ethiopian nationalism for some unknown reason, considers “Chauvinistic.”The Ethiopian flag 

that all TPLF earlier referred to as just “a Piece of rug” However, such manifestation of 

colonized mentalities are not limited to the TPLF/EPRDF.  The OLF, advocating a missionary 

thinking, struggled to gain the freedom to use the Latin alphabets surrendering its own 

Ethiopian/African alphabet. And many more signs of insanities have been unfolding in the last 

three years more than ever.However, the primary question is what are the underlying causes 

of the current power group's lack of ability, or desire, to lead, serve, and meet the needs and 

interests of the Ethiopian people. Understanding the changing nature of global domination in 

relation to the rapid deterioration of the socio cultural, and political stability of nations, is the 

dilemma for all Ethiopian political leaders and intellectuals to tackle. The modern Ethiopian 

intellectuals, cultural and political leaders, are governed, and dictated by the thought and 

behavior (left and right ideology) Of foreign forces. Some actually spend time and energy 

quarreling and political over the left and right European politico-philosophical spectrum; 

claiming Marxist or anti-Marxist sentiments as time fashionably permits. We have become 

pathologically reliant on the foreign powers,particularly on the western ideological leadership 

and material resources. The crisis of leadership in Ethiopia today is apparent. Leadership is 

neither the outcome nor the making of political groups, it rather comes from deeply bred 

national culture that grooms and develops skillful persons. Without a vibrant tradition of 

cultural integrity and spiritual resilience passed to a new generation, there can be no nurturing

of a collective and critical consciousness for Ethiopian leadership.

Long Live for Ethiopia!

Victory will be for the Ethiopian People!

Thank you.




